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The rationale for selecting these island-related statistics about Covid-19 is that starting 
early to record virus transmission to islands may, over time, provide insights into the 
protection and/or vulnerability of island communities. It is, for instance, significant that the 
world's most remote inhabited island, Tristan da Cunha, quite often suffers badly from colds 
and flus brought in by visitors. So far, Tristan, as well as St Helena, are mercifully uninfected 
by Covid-19. 
 

Sixty-one island and archipelagic states and territories have so far recorded at least 
one case of Covid-19; and, so far (as at 26 March 2020), 9035 cases and 220 deaths. That 
reduces to 32 deaths if those in Japan, the Philippines, Indonesia and the Republic of Ireland 
are excluded. I have not included statistics for the metropolitan UK since in this crisis it 
functions geographically (though not politically) as part of continental Europe - and London of 
course is a global transport/transmission hub. So far, the spread of Covid-19 suggests that the 
best approach (and the one followed by China after a typical period of problem denial by party 
bigwigs and their retainers) would have been to isolate/quarantine obvious hot-spots of the 
virus - in effect, to island super-spreading areas as soon as identified rather than locking out 
whole countries at a far later state in the spread of Covid-19. The entire state is not the best 
geographical or administrative unit for implementing effective policies to tackle problems that 
are local in origin.   
 

Many remote islands lack the infrastructure to identify quickly specific viruses; and 
even one case being picked up is likely to mean that multiple cases may already have 
developed but not yet been identified. So, over the next couple of months it may be helpful 
to those working on epidemiology and on island resilience/vulnerability to draw attention to 
what currently appear to be states and territories of least concern in this global crisis. Global 
warming and the loss of island endemics during the Holocene/Anthropocene should remind 
us that, for other forms of life, Homo sapiens has been the pandemic virus that now threatens 
to consume itself. 
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If a territory or a number of deaths is not included, so far no cases or deaths have been 
recorded for that territory. Unless otherwise noted, the figures are drawn from the 
worldometers website (and the sources it cites at the end of each country entry). Allowance 
needs to be made for the variable accuracy and timeliness of these and other Covid-19 
statistics, including the attribution of deaths to this virus and the results of tests so far 
undertaken to identify active cases and the antibodies of those who have recovered. 
 

Population and area figures for each level of administration are not included, in order 
to simplify the presentation. The effects of insularity on dealing with this pandemic will 
probably vary widely. Islanders who are used to strong biosecurity measures for dealing with 
threats to biodiversity from invasive species may well have the mind-set to implement 
effective measures in this medical crisis (New Zealand); but some island communities may be 
reliant for budgetary and technical support on distant metropolitan governments with 
different priorities (Puerto Rico).  

 
For some sub-national island jurisdictions – such as Orkney, Shetland, Isle of Wight, 

Anglesey, Socotra, Hainan, the Laccadive Islands, Newfoundland, Rapa Nui ( Easter Island), 
Galápagos, Sakhalin, Luzon, Sumatra, Java, Bali – I have not yet been able to identify sources 
for Covid-19 statistics and would welcome any suggestions. 
 
=========================================================================== 
 

Cases-deaths by 5-day periods (March-May 2020) 
 
Jurisdiction       26/3    31/3  5/4  10/4  15/4  20/4 25/4 30/4  5/5 10/5  15/5 20/5    
 
Island Territories and Sub-national Island Jurisdictions 
 
Gibraltar       26 
Cayman Is       8 
Bermuda        7 
British Virgin Is  2 
Montserrat      2 
Turks & Caicos    2 
Total UKOTs   37 
 
Channel Is      46-1 
Isle of Man     25 
 
Réunion       115 
Martinique     81-1   
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Guadeloupe    73-1 
Mayotte       36 
French Poly     25 
New Caledonia    14 
St Martin    11 
St Barth      3 
 
Aruba          19 
Curaçao         8 
Sint Maarten     3 
 
Faroes        140 
Greenland       6 
 
Hawai'i        106-1 
Puerto Rico     64-2 
Guam          45-1 
US Virgin Is     17 
 
Prince Edward Isl  9 
 
Tasmania      47 
 
 
Island States (selected) 
 
Rep of Ireland   1819-19 
Japan        1387-47 
Indonesia     893-78 
Iceland       802-2 
Philippines    707-45 
Singapore     683-2    
Dominican Rep      488-10 
New Zealand     283 
Taiwan       252-2 
Malta        134    
Cyprus        146-3 
Brunei        114 
Jamaica        96-1 
Mauritius      81-2 
Trinidad & Tobago     65-1 
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Macau         31  
Madagascar    23 
Barbados       18 
Maldives       13 
Dominica       11 
Equatorial Guinea       9 
Haiti            8 
Seychelles       7 
Bahamas        5 
Fiji             5 
Cape Verde      4-1 
Antigua & Barbuda 3 
St Lucia      3 
St Kitts-Nevis     2 
Timor Leste     1 
Papua New Guinea             1 
St Vincent & Gren   1 
 
 

Island states, island territories and sub-national island jurisdictions 
 

TOTAL (as at 26 March 2020):    9035 cases – 220 deaths 
 
 


